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WEEKLY EVENTS 

 Worship Services 

 9:00 AM Sunday — Davis Corners 

 10:45 AM Sunday — Dells/Delton 

 Bible Studies 

 10:00 AM Thursday —Dells/Delton 

           1:00 PM Thursday—Davis Corners 
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Our Stewardship 

Digital Donations 

We recently changed our online giving partner to reduce our monthly costs but still give our congregation and 

guests the chance to support our ministries with donations.  Our new partner is Givelify and we 

have donations for both churches in one place.  Feel free to check out new giving page on our 

website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —> 

 

You can make a one-time donation to either church, third 

Sunday missions, our Bible trail or something else you would 

like to support.  You can also set donations on a schedule to 

make sure you don’t forget or for when you are on vacation.  

We wish our bills would stop coming when you’re away, but 

they don’t.  In any case, the churches thank you for your 

generous support and hope this tool allows others to 

participate with you. 

 

We hope this new giving system will be useful for you and 

also for our guests.  Please do take a look and let us know if 

anything needs to be corrected or improved. 

 

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions 
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on June 16th.  The Davis Corners congregation 

will be collecting for Salvation Army and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for  

Salvation Army this month.  Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional 

offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less fortunate.  

Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United Methodist 

combined pantry donations.  This month we are collecting women’s sanitary 

products for the pantry.  Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for 

volunteers to help them in their current need. 

Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!  

 facebook.com/UMCdells   or    facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC 



 

 

 

 

 
Our Stewardship 

Foundation Stewardship News 

 12For he delivers the needy when they call, the poor and those who have no helper. 13He has pity on the weak and the 

needy, and saves the lives of the needy. 14From oppression and violence he redeems their life; and precious is their 

blood in his sight. (Psalm 72:12-14)  

In our charitable giving, we strive to assist our God in aiding the poor and in helping the oppressed. In doing this, 

we share a mission with other churches and many worthy nonprofits. Now, as the year is nearing its end, we will 

be receiving from them many appeals for year-end giving. You may be surprised to learn that nearly one-third of 

annual charitable giving occurs in December.  

The Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation urges you to plan your giving and remember the poor and 

needy during this season of giving thanks and sharing gifts. Your church and local agencies may have a 

number of opportunities such as giving trees and so forth.  

The Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation has a year-end appeal for four charitable targets plus any you 

choose to designate:  

• Wisconsin United Methodist Health and Welfare Programs  

• The Scholars Award Program  

• UMCOR Disaster Relief  

• The Bishop’s Relief Fund  

• You Own Special Interest (you designate the recipient)  

You can find more information about each of these charitable targets and make an online donation at - 

www.wumf.org/year-end-giving-ideas   Remember, we can help with stock gifts.  

Please prayerfully consider your plans for charitable giving this holiday season and give generously to the 

charities of your choice.  

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 

 

A Stewardship Note of Thanks 
We would like to thank you for all of your contributions of time, talent and treasure over the last 

year.  Your continued giving kept the lights on, but also impacted a number of J1 students who 

visited, some who experienced our Bible trail, and many blessed in times of trial or loss.   Thank you. 



 

Revised Social Principles introduced to church 

WASHINGTON — Legislation for the revised United Methodist Social 

Principles has been submitted to the 2020 General Conference and is online 

in seven languages for review and discussion. A writing team of more than 50 church members — 

from the central conferences in the Philippines, Congo, West Africa, Central and Southern Europe, 

Northern Europe and Eurasia and the five U.S. jurisdictions — worked on the document.  The 

document can be found here: 

https://www.umcjustice.org/who-we-are/social-principles-and-resolutions/revised-social-
principles 
  

Boreholes bring ‘sigh of relief’ in Uganda 
Accessing clean water in some parts of Uganda is difficult, especially for girls and women who are 

usually responsible for walking long distances to fetch water, often from unsafe sources.  The 

addition of five boreholes near United Methodist churches in the Uganda-South Sudan Conference 

will alleviate that problem for some.  Members of Baxley First United Methodist Church in Baxley, 

Georgia, First United Methodist Church in Vidalia, Georgia, and Lynn Haven United Methodist 

Church in Panama City, Florida, worked with local United Methodists in the East Africa Episcopal 

Area to drill the boreholes. 

And the boreholes aren’t the only good news for United Methodists in the Jinja District. Several 

new churches have been built recently.  Kyambadde said that when he became district 

superintendent in 2009, there were only eight churches. Now, there are 20 churches in the 

district, with eight newly constructed.  The Uganda-South Sudan Conference has 15,711 

professing members and 8,728 attending worship weekly, according to 2016 data compiled by 

the denomination’s General Council on Finance and Administration. 

 

Annual Conference Reports Posted 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UM News) — United Methodist News is posting annual conference reports. 

New reports from the central conferences include Burundi, East Congo, Uganda-South Sudan and 

Rwanda Provisional's special session and regular meeting.  All reports can be found here: 

https://www.umnews.org/en/tag/2019-annual-conference-reports 

 Denomination News 

https://www.umcjustice.org/who-we-are/social-principles-and-resolutions/revised-social-principles
https://www.umcjustice.org/who-we-are/social-principles-and-resolutions/revised-social-principles
https://www.umnews.org/en/tag/2019-annual-conference-reports


 

 

In US, Christianity's decline continues 

WASHINGTON — Christians are still in the majority in the United States, 

but a shrinking one. Pew Research Center telephone surveys in 2018 and 2019 found 65% of U.S. 

adults identify as Christian, down from 77% a decade ago. Meanwhile, the percentage of the 

religiously unaffiliated continues to rise.  The full study can be found at: https://www.pewforum.org 

 

Clergyman accused of sexual misconduct 

Four women have brought formal accusations of sexual misconduct and abuse against a United 

Methodist clergyman who is prominent in interfaith work.  The West Ohio Conference confirmed that 

the Rev. Donald “Bud” Heckman, an elder in the conference, is suspended from active ministry and 

faces “the strong likelihood” of a church trial — tentatively scheduled for Dec. 2-4. 

 This is the first such United Methodist complaint to become public since the #MeToo movement 

started drawing greater attention to sexual misconduct.  “The West Ohio Conference takes seriously 

any allegation of a chargeable offense against a pastor,” the conference’s Bishop Gregory V. Palmer 

said.   Palmer declined to identify what church charges Heckman faces out of concern for the pastor’s 

due process rights and the people who brought the complaint. 

 

Habitat for Humanity - Lake Delton Build 

All are invited to help with our local build in Lake Delton.  Help is needed with meals, hot coffee as 

the weather gets cold, and various construction tasks.  Even if you just want to cheer on or encourage 

the folks working, the gift of your presence for a few minutes is appreciated.   

If you would like to help with construction, Habitat will supply the tools & safety equipment as well 

as instruction on the day's tasks.  Please remember to dress comfortably, wear closed-toed shoes and 

bring a water bottle.  

You can contact us at (608) 448-2888 or office@hfhwisconsinriver.org with any questions.  

 

 

"Trials teach us what we are; they dig up the soil, and let us see what we are made of."  

          — Charles Spurgeon 

 Other News 

https://www.pewforum.org


 

Dells-Delton Outreach 

Outreach recently completed a rummage  sale that was very successful!  
We enjoyed fellowship with one another and the community.  Proceeds 
from the sale will be used to maintenance the Bible Trail.  Now we are 
gearing up for our 2nd annual pancake supper on Wednesday November 
13th from 4pm to 6:30 pm at the Dells Delton Church.  We are again 
asking for your help to serve pancakes, set up and take down. 

— Outreach Committee 

 

Alter Flowers and Hospitality at Dells-Delton 

Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you would like 

to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special occasion, or for no 

particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet on the wall above the desk in the lounge. 

There are also instruction sheets on how to go about doing this for 2019. 

 

Dells-Delton UMW 

Dells Delton UMW met at 1 pm Wednesday, October 2nd at the church.  Judy Nelson and Donna Marsich 

provided the treats.  We set our budget for 2020 as follows:  $370 to missions, $100 to Community 

Action food pantry, $50 to Ronald McDonald House, $125 to St. Vincent DePaul local emergency fund, 

$50 to United Methodist Hospitals Ministry, and $50 on gifts for our church shut-ins at Christmas.  After 

discussion it was suggested we establish a written standard for funeral luncheons for the pastor to 

provide to a family.  Further discussion on small gift bags for visitors..  Our next meeting will be  at 1 pm, 

Wed., November 6th at the church. 

 

Kitchen Project Update 

The kitchen project is underway - cupboards have been cleaned and dishes removed.  We will be boxing 

and cleaning out the remaining items this month so demolition can begin.  Demolition will begin 

Thanksgiving week and the project is planned to be completed before Christmas.  Please contact a 

member of the Corporation Board if you have any questions. 

 

Fellowship Sunday 
Fellowship Sunday is November 24th.  Dells-Delton will be gathering at Mert & Lucy’s Chat & Chew.  

 Congregational News 



 

Davis Corners UMW News 

Our October UMW meeting was held at the church hall.  Diane Elderkin was our hostess with the mostess 

this month.  For our program Diane read poems about friends and served pumpkin bars for dessert.   

Thank you Diane!!! 

Everyone enjoyed our guest speaker Angy Gouker for our UMW Sunday.  She did a really great message 

about Women from the Bible, past and present  women in the United Methodist Women and even what 

our women in our church have accomplished and what we still need to do. 

Instead of having a November meeting we are inviting everyone to a Thanksgiving potluck on Monday, 

November 4th, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. at the church hall. 

The next UMW meeting will be on Monday, December 2nd, at 12:00 pm at Donna De Fosse's home.  

Until then God Bless 

Bonnie J. Stratton 

UMW President 

 

Charge Conference Meeting - November 7th 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the process of preparing and 

approving our reports for approval at the Circuit-wide Charge Conference 

meeting at 6:30pm on Thursday, November 7th in the Dells-Delton multi-

purpose room.  We will be joined by members and clergy from Emanuel, 

Baraboo First, Merrimac, Concordia, Blackhawk, North Freedom—Denser, 

and Reedsburg.  We will extend them all our hospitality and Scott Carlson will preside over this meeting.  

Please help us welcome all of these brothers and sisters as we enjoy some fellowship time with members 

of our local circuit churches.  We will be providing refreshments and a few snacks, so please let Pastor Lee 

or one of our Outreach leaders know if you are willing to help us with fellowship time. 

 

 

"Doubt discovers difficulties which it never solves; it creates hesitancy, despondency, despair.  

Its progress is the decay of comfort, the death of peace.  

"Believe!" is the word which speaks life into a man, but doubt nails down his coffin ."  

            — Charles Spurgeon 

 Congregational News 



 

DELLS-DELTON ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 

October 6, 2019 

Present:  Anita  Pastor  Shirley  Pat   

  Sue  Dave  Ted  Michelle 

 

Pastor opened the meeting with prayer. 

Minutes of the last meeting will be reviewed at the November meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report was given.  

Pastor passed out forms to look over before Charge Conference, and asked that people pencil in any changes and get them back 

to him this week. Our meeting with Davis Corners is scheduled for next Sunday. Those forms to look over are: Report of the 

Trustees, Report of the Finance Committee, Membership Audit for Charge Conference, and Care of Members and Removal of 

Names. It was suggested that Dave Kaiser and Tim Hinkel be added to the Trustee list.  

The Pastor Parish Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday at 1:00 and the Finance Committee will meet on Wednesday at 2:00 

to finalize the budget.  

Our next meeting will be November 17. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 12:55 p.m. 

Sue White, 

Secretary, Pro Tem 

 

 

2020 Apportionments 

We have received our 2020 apportionment amounts for both churches. 

The 2020 Conference budget appears to the right with 

the assumption that 20% of apportionments will not be 

received.  The share for Davis Corners will be $3396 and 

the share for Dells-Delton will be $6216.  Both numbers 

are higher than last year’s totals and both churches are 

going to have 2019 apportionments paid in full.  

Congratulations to the Davis Corners congregation for 

completing their final payment for 2019 apportionments. 

 Congregational News 



 

Peace and Blessings! 

Pastor Lee 
 

We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.  

We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar.  Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone. 

 
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to:   news@wisconsindellsumc.org 

 

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 

The season of paperwork has ended!  There are few things in life that bring me joy when they are over 

like the season for Charge Conference, but we have all of our plans in place for the coming year.  I 

know and understand the necessity of planning, but it is difficult when “ministry” becomes more about 

filling in boxes on a page than visiting with people or studying Scripture. 

When I experienced a call into ministry, the thought of paperwork really did not cross my mind.  Sure, 

I knew there would be some, but I never thought about it consuming large chunks of time.  I think we 

often miss the point and worry about too many things when we get a ministry running.  I’d love to say 

that the early church had it figured out, but they ran into trouble early.  Acts 6 opens with a complaint 

“Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the part of the 

Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily 

serving of food.” (NAS) 

But they did not create a series of reports or a committee to come up with a solution… well, they did 

create a committee - but that committee was to take on that particular ministry.  We do this a bit in our 

churches; a few manage the Bible trail, funeral lunches happen with amazing speed and efficiency, and 

worship is reordered as we need to adapt to changing circumstances.  Maybe we have lost some of that 

flexibility? 

I’m not suggesting that planning is not necessary, I like having lights to see and heat in the winter, but 

sometimes we go well beyond that in our planning.  Our denomination is struggling right now, this is 

no secret, and there will be some significant changes in our near future.  That may not be all bad, since 

we will likely have to simplify many things, and we will have to do ministry differently.  Perhaps we 

will have to focus on ministry that responds to the needs right in front of us.  Not that we would not 

attempt or participate in some great endeavors, but that we would mostly just do what we needed to 

do - like feeding the hungry widows who are in our midst. 

I’m hoping that we begin a season of engaging those around us.  We will have to listen for complaints, 

look for needs and ask a lot of questions about our neighbors.  Maybe then we will be a church more 

focused on doing ministry than filling out reports.  Perhaps then we will take care of the details placed 

in our care, and allow God to do more of the ministry planning for us.  I am fairly certain He has a plan 

that we could follow if we were willing to listen.  Who knows?  Perhaps He even has a plan that doesn’t 

take a lot of paperwork…. I am hopeful. 


